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Preface

This manual provides information for DCX network
supervisors to use the QEM and RES modules.  It forms
part of the DCX Systems Documentation, and refers to
other manuals in the series.  It assumes that you will
already have some knowledge of the DCX system, obtained
either from the System Documentation or from a Case
Technology training course.

For an explanation of terms used in this manual, see the
Pocket Books of Telecommunications and Computer
Communications.
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1 Introduction

The Quad Expansion Module (QEM) allows up to four remote expansion
frames to be installed as part of the same node.  These are used when one
physical frame is insufficient to contain the number of DCX modules
required.

The Remote Expansion Slave (RES) module interfaces an expansion frame
to the QEM in the master frame.
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2 Functional Description

The QEM and RES modules are designed for installation with BAT
modules in the DCX 840, 860 and 870 family, where the number of high
and/or low speed modules in a single node, exceed the physical number of
available slots in a one-frame configuration.

The QEM and RES modules have the effect of increasing the number of
card frames in a single node.  This is achieved by installing the QEM
module in slot 3 of the master frame and connecting it to a RES module
located in the last slot of an expansion (slave) frame (see Figure 2-1).

Up to a maximum of four expansion frames may be installed in any one
DCX node.

The QEM and RES modules pass timing, control information, and data,
between the master and expansion frames via the fibre optic link.

To enhance node distribution, expansion frames may be installed up to
1 km from the master frame.  This is achieved by connecting master and
expansion frames with 62.5/125µ optical fibre cable, which does not suffer
from electrical interference, and offers a greatly enhanced performance
over standard copper wire connections.
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Notes: 1. RES may be installed in slot 17 or 20 depending on frame type.
2. If SC cards are installed in the master frame, they will assume the channel

numbers (1-64) of the same slot positions in the expansion frame (1-4
depending on channel distribution setting), making those cards
redundant.  I.e. SC1 in slot 5 of master frame equals channels 17-20,
making card in slot 5 of expansion frame 1 redundant with normal
distribution, but card in slot 1 of expansion frame 2 redundant with
quarter frame filling (see Figures 4-1 to 4-3).

Figure 2-1  QEM and RES Slot Locations
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3 Physical Description

3.1  The QEM and RES Module Front Panels
The front panels of the QEM and RES modules are shown below in Figure
3-1.  The QEM has four pairs of LEDs, whilst the RES has only one pair.

Figure 3-1  QEM and RES Front Panels
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3.1.1  QEM Indicators

RX1-4 When illuminated, indicates that the QEM is receiving packets
from the attached RES.

AR1-4 Indicates that the attached RES bay is armed.

3.1.2  RES Indicators

RX When illuminated, indicates that the RES is receiving packets
from the QEM.

ARM Indicates that the RES bay is armed.

Note:  A frame is said to be ARMED when the module pushbuttons are
enabled and functional.  A DISARMED frame defaults to all the module
pushbuttons being released and inoperable.
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4 Configuration and Installation

See Appendix A.2 for full details of the compatibility of the QEM and RES
modules.

4.1  Configuration
The RES module has no switchbank settings that require configuration.

The QEM module has one configuration DIP switchbank (SW1).  The
purpose of this is to determine the expansion frame low speed channel
distribution (see table and figures below).

Table 4-1  QEM Switchbank Settings

DISTRIBUTION 2DISTRIBUTION 1DISTRIBUTION 0

closed

closed

SW1.1

SW1.2

closed

open

open

closed

The purpose of the various distribution options shown in Figures 4-1 to 4-3
is to allow users to select the required number of expansion frames and the
low speed channel distribution, when choosing the double polling option
with SC2 modules.

This gives the user the flexibility of spreading the available 128 channels
(shown in the shaded areas) over two or four expansion frames, depending
on their distributed processing requirements.

With the normal polling option selected, all 256 low speed channels are
available to the user.  Only their physical channel number distribution will
be affected by the distribution selection setting made on the QEM module.
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Figure 4-1  Distribution 0: Full Frame Filling (Normal)
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Figure 4-2  Distribution 1: Half Frame Filling
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Figure 4-3  Distribution 2: Quarter Frame Filling
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4.2  Installation
The initial installation of the QEM and RES modules should only be
undertaken by suitably qualified engineers as it involves the installation
of the fibre optic PCBs on the backplane of the parent DCX.  However, if
the channel distribution selection is to be changed, or a card needs
replacing, this may be undertaken as follows:

1. Power down the parent DCX.

2. Remove the QEM or RES card.

3. Make any QEM switch changes required.

4. Insert the QEM or RES card in the appropriate slot.

5. Power up the parent DCX.
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5 Operation

No user action is required: the QEM and RES modules operate entirely
automatically.

In normal operation the green RX and yellow AR indicators should be
illuminated on the QEM for the number of expansion frames installed.  The
requisite RX and ARM indicators on the RES modules should also be
illuminated.
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Appendix A Technical Specification

A.1  QEM and RES Modules
Optical Fibre Connectivity Expansion frames may be installed up to 1

km from the master frame.

Fibre Specification Standard 62.5/125µm duplex optical fibre
cable with ST connectors.

Channel Capacity Each expansion frame may contain up to 16
LSC, SC1 or SC2 modules, except when the
double polling option is used with SC2
modules, where the total number of low
speed channels is reduced to 128.  See
Figures 4-1, 4-2 and 4-3 for channel
distribution options.

Note:  Apart from the RES module, only
LSC, SC1 or SC2 may be installed in
expansion frames.
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A.2  Compatibility
LSC modules are restricted to slave frame operation in conjunction with
QEM and RES modules.

LSC and SC1 modules will only operate with Normal polling rate settings.

SC2 modules will operate Normal or Double polling rates.  Double polling,
as its name suggests, increases the effective throughput between the SC2
and the DCX bus.  It should be noted however, that the double polling
option reduces the maximum number of low speed channels from 256 to
128 (see Section 4.2 for channel distribution options).

X840-314951 Issue 1 A-2 Rev.0


